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COBBETT’S FUND: FOR REFORM. 


“THESE ARE THE TIMES THAT Pry 


ninety-nine times out of a hundred, 
owing, much less to any other quality, 
to.any other virtue, than that of . per- 





“wen’s souts! The sunshine patriot 
“ will, in this crisis, sirink from the ser- 
* vice of his country ; but he that stands © 
. “it NOW, deserves the thanks of .man 
“and woman. Corruption, like hell, is 
- **nét easily conquered: yet we have this 
‘‘consojation with us, that the harder 





severance. 





‘‘ the couflicty the more glorious the tri- 
“umph. What we obtain too cheaply, 
‘we esteem too lightly: it)is dearness 
“only that gives every thing. its value. 
“Heaven knows how-to set a proper 
‘* price upon its goods; and it would be 
** strange indeed, if so celestial an arti- 
“cle as freedom should not be highly 
‘‘rated.”  “Parne’s Crisis, No. IT. 


ee er 


TO THE 


REFORMERS OF ENGLAND, | 
SCOTLAND AND IRELAND. | 
Botley, December 81, 1819. 
Frignps AND FELtow CounTaymen, 
The struggle, in which we have so 
long been engaged, has now assumed 
a new aspect; and we must be pre- 
pared for new exertions ; ‘for, as to 
yielding, | am very sure that that has 
never, for one moment, entered into 
your hearts. If you look back into the 
history of our country,you will find that 
the struggles«for freedom have gene- 
rally beem:of long duration: ‘The peo- |. 


When defeat takes place, 


' final and complete defeat, it is gene- 


rally owing to a yielding at that very 
moment when a little. longer persever- 
anve and.a ¢ittle mare of exertion, 
would have secured complete suecess. 

Ihave at present to address you 
upon a subject of the greatest import- 
ance to.us all. I shall, before l.con- 
clude; propose to you-the raising of a 
Fund. to, be employed. by me for the 
benefit of, our cause, which is the most 
righteous that ever called forth the good 
| wishes of mankind., 1t4s the-cause of 
‘freedom, of justice; of humanity : 
maintain it-is the duty. of every a 
and mother towards their children, 
and of every son and daughter towards 
their parents. 

«Ihave just .reccived ‘an. hie 
from the City.of Bath, The-gentlemen 
who sign that Address say: ‘¢ with 
¢. mingled. emotions . of surprise, and ? 
<< isteem-we have beheld Jou, Sir, 
“< with ong atm resting on the Jap of 
S@eolumbia, and with the other reach- 

Shing necqsss thea lantern Jen she 





ple have always \riiet i aretang | 


iy Rs teas hs vei ane 





547] To Taz Reronmens or ENGLAND, ScovhaNn, Anv Inetann. [54 


Address, first, to accept of my grateful 
thanks; and second, to be assured, 
that their entreaty to me to persevere 
was not necessary ; for that it is my 
resolution to persevere in my endea- 
yours to accomplish the restoration of 
the happiness and prosperity of the 
country as long as I have a hand or 
tongue to move. I am very proud 
to know that millions of my coun- 
trymen have set a high and, I 
trust, a just value upon those exer- 
tions which I made during my ab- 
sence from England. The whole thing 
taken together is, indeed, a “most 
striking instance of what industry 
and zeal united with talent are able to 
accomplish. Nothing could be so 
prudent, nothing shows so much de- 
votion to the cause as my traversing 
the Atlantic, taking up my abode on 
the borders of the sea, and from that 
distance really and truly carrying on 
the war against Corruption by the 
means of a weekly publication printed 
in London. 
if I had chosen to become a citizen of 
the United States, of which my eldest 
son and eldest daughter are natives, 
having been born in Philadelphia a 
little more than twenty years ago; 
you must all know that the exertion 
of my talents upon that scene would 
have brought me wealth in abundaste. 
put, so attached was I to your cause, 
that I never upon any occasion did 
a|ny act or uttered any word other 
thay those which became a 


You must all know, that 














man, resolved never to abandon the 
cause of his country under any cir. 











cumstances that could possibly arise, 





I employed my time there as I had 
done here, in endeavours to serve the 








cause of my suffering countrymen, |; 
I could have been content with an 





Let w' 
casy and happy life amongst excellent ca 
neighbours and inaumerable friends, anoth 
‘on the lap of Columbia” I should If yo 
still have rested. But there I could [ii 
not remain when the moment arrived ' tho A 
that, as I thought, made it my duty to admi: 
return amongst you. When I hare appre 
been pressed by persons on this side of my | 
the Atlantic to return, I have always, credi 
until last Summer, answered, that it ing 
was my Opinion that the struggle in ours 
England would not end without a tify 
CENSORSHIP on the Press ; and, how 
you have, doubtless, perceived that it alre 
was said, lately, in Parliament, that a son 
Censorship was actually under cov- lish 
templation before the Parliament met! adn 
A Censorship is this: that nothing at the 
all can be published, unless it be first cau 
read and approved of by officers ap pri 
pointed by Government! This thing cal 
existed in France before the Revolu- the 





tion ; but it does not exist there now. 

























ar 
We are not quite come to this yet; to 
but so fully was I persuaded a 

weuld be a a 3 m 
whenever I should return. land, I; 
that I was resolved not'to re a1 ia nti fe 


I had sent home all: 
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On the 
BY cir. 


of their miscries, and as to the reme- 
dies that ovght to be applied. When 


-atise, I had done that, I came off; and, 
I had though there is not a Censorship to 
Ve the 'meet me, I will not answer for the 
= if absence of it for six months to come. 
ith an Let us, therefore, be active while we 
ellent can convey our thoughts to one 
iends, another. Let us lose not a moment. 
hould If you do your part, I will do mine. 
could | Ilike, exceedingly, the language of 
tived the Address from the City of Bath: I 
ty to § admire the spirit which it breathes : I 
hare approve of every word of it: but, 
de of my good friends,’ you will give me 
Vays, credit for necessary caution in declin- 
at it ing to insert it here. By exposing 
e in 


ourselves to destruction we only gra- 
ta This Address,, 


I have 
already sent off a copy of it to my 
son at New-York, there to be pub- 
lished and there it will be read with 


tify our enemies. 
and, 


at it 
it a 


however, shall see the light. 


et: admiration; for every good man in 
at the world feels an interest in our 
rst cause. I shall receive copies of it 
“i printed in America; andl will take 
ng care to forward oue copy to each of 
ue the first ten gentlemen whose names 
: are subscribed to the manuscript sent 


to me. 
Acting upon the suggestion and still 
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land to make a | >xer' 
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‘by the present ¢ 
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ertion worthy of virtuous men engaged 
in the cause of freedom; and an exer- 
tion which I am well satisfied would 
not fail to give to that cause a com- 
plete and glorious triumph. 

But, before I come to a more par- 
ticular description of the measure that 
I have to propose; of this mew mea~ 
sure; of this new means of carrying 
on the struggle for the rights and 
liberties of our country : before I pro- 
ceed to be more particular as to the 
mode of putting this measure into exe- 
cution, suffer me to lay before you, 
in an abridged state, the new means 
by which the cause of Reform is now 
to be combated. 

It is notorious that our countey is 
plunged into the depth of misery : it is 
acknowledged within the walls of Par- 
liament itself, that distress prevails 
every where. That it reaches from the 
Highlands of Scotland and frem the 


j} north of Ireland to the Land’s End in 


Cornwall. Misery stares us in the 
face, look which way we will. And, 
the Government itself stands aghast, 
acknowledging that it has no power 
to afford assistance, and that we ayst 
be left to time, which, as you well 
know, has, for the last fiveyears, done 


‘nothing for us but carry us along from 
more upon the spirit of rd Address, Fala to ‘whiery eos ‘misery to 
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pences. We have prayed that a part, 
at least, of our burthens may cease ; 
and we have prayed that we, who pay 
so largea portion of the taxes, and 
whose persons have been called forth 
to defend the country in time of war, 
may, according to the maxims of the 
Constitution, be permitted to share 
in the choosing of those who: are to 
dispose of the fruits of our labour 
and to make laws affecting our lives. 
We have not proceeded in the way 
of violence; we have resorted neitlier 
to force nor to threats of force; we 
have maintained our rights by plain 
statements of fact and by fair and 
solid argument. And how have we 
been answered? The six Acts of Par- 
liament, which have just been passed, 
contain the answer which we have re- 
ceived: and, to the intent, meaning 
and objects ef those Acts, 1 now beg 
leave to call your undivided attention, 
for, it is necessary for you to see 
clearly all the circumstances with 
all 
the perils in which we are placed, in 


which we are now surrounded: 


order, that you may be able fairly to 
judge of the necessity of the new 
measure which I am about to propose. 

The first of these Acts’is called the 
Training Act. It sets out with assert- 
ing that men have assembled, in some 
parts of the Kingdom, clandestinely 
and unlazfully, to practice military 
training and exercise, to the great 
terror and alarm of his Majesty’s 
_ peaceable aad loyal subjects! And it 
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then enacts that every person who 
shall be a trainer in this way shall be 
transported for any term not exceed. 
ing seven years, or shall be imprisoned 


for a term not exceeding two years. 





and that every person who shall be fge20ok | 





drilled or trained orcome for the pur. poor s 
pose of being so drilled or trained, encou' 
shall be punished by fine and imprison file! 
ment not exceeding two years. Any eed | 
justice of the peace, constable or Th 
peace-ofiicer, or any other person ito us 
acting in their aid are empowered to jn ma 
disperse men assembled for training, andy 
and to arrest and detain any persoa colle 
present. And any justice of the peace dang 
may at once commit any person so goes 
arrested, unless such person can give peso 
suflicient bail for his appearance to pany 
take his trial at the next assizes or belie 
quarter sessions.—Upon this Act itis  spea 
necessary to make no other remark por 
than this; that is to say, that times Te dirk 
are strangely altered since we were on 
called upon, the whole mass of us, to - put 
make ourselves perfect ia military one 


exercise! It is said to be a prerogs- 
tive of the King to call upon all his 
subjects to come forth in defence of 
the country ; and, would they not be 
much. more efficient if they were all 
previously taught military movements 
and evolutions! You can all remen- 


ber when the school-boys all over the 





kingdom used to march about with 4 
flags and drums, and when little misses : 
used to be got up to present little bap- : 

: <8? AE ge " a 


ners to them about the 
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ocket-handkerchief and tied on the 
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op of little wands ! 
he times are altered! ‘Think a little 





> years. ypon the causes of this alteration ; 
Shall be ook back a little to the time when 
the pur. poor silly country fellows used to be 


trained, encouraged to strut aboutin rank and 
uprison: ile! Think of these things and I 
need say no more upon this Act. 

The Second Act comes little closor 
to us. It sets out by asserting that 
jn many parts of this kingdom arms 


and weapons of various sorts have been 





Any 
able or 





person 


ered to 





raining, 
collected and are kept for purposes 





persoa 
dangerous tothe public peace. [t then 


> peace 
a 80 _goes on to authorize any justice of the 
an give : peace upon information given him by 
nce to any credible witness, that this witness 
Les oF believes that any pike, pike-head or 
t itis “spear is in the possession of any persen 
omark or in any house or place, or that any 
times fie dirk, dagger, pistol, gun, or other wea- 
were | ponis, for any purpose dangerous tothe 
us, to public peace in the possession of any 
litary one, or is in any house or place: in any 
roga- one of these cases any justice of the 
I his peace may issue his warrant for the 
e of Seizure of any such weapon. So that, 
rt be you see, if any one go and swear that 


he believes that you have a gun, for 
instance, in your house, and that he 
believes that the gun is kept for pur- 
poses dangerous to the public peace, 
your house may be entered by force, 
by day or by night, and the gun taken 
away from you, unless you can come 


e all 
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for any purpose dangerous to the 
public- peace. Now, I keep several 
guns in my house: how am to prove 
to the satisfaction of any justice who 
chuses to believe that I wish to over- 
turn the government, that I do not 
keep them for purposes dangerous to 
what he calls the public peace? By a 
like process a pistol or any weapon 
carried about me for my own personal 
defence may be seized. Nay, I may 


be laid hold of upon mere suspicion of 


having such weapon about me; and 
may havea fellow’s hands rammed into 
my pockets; int6 my bosom and about 
}any part of my body to search for 
arms; and mind, too,*my very bed- 
room may he entered at night, and my 
wife and daughters may be tumbled 
out of: their beds naked in order that 
this search for arms may take place. 
By another clause in this act, any per- 
son may be arrested and detained if 
found carrying arms in such manner 
and at such times as to afford just 
grounds of suspicion that the same 
are carried for purposes dangerous 
to the public peace; and (mark it 
well!) the justice of the peace is to be 
the sole judge whether there be such 
just grounds or not! And, upon 
this sole ground, without any other 
evidence whatsoever, the justice is 
empowered to send such person at 









and prove to the satisfaction Ret suffic 


‘meanor, unless such person shall give 


‘once to jail, to be tried for a misde. 











































































quarter sessions !—This act is, at pre- 
sent, confined to the counties of Lan- 
caster, Chester, the West Riding of 
York, Warwick, Stafford, Derby, 
Leicester, Nottingham, Cumberland, 
Westmorland, Northumberland, Dur- 
ham, Renfrew and Lanark, and to the 
counties of the towns of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne and Nottingham, and of the 
City of Coventry. But, mind you, the 
Prince Regent may, by a Proclamation 
made with. the consent of the Privy 
Ceuncil, extend the provisions of this 
Act to any and every other county, 
shall be 
made to him of the necessity of so 


whenever representation 
doing by the justices assembled at 
any general sessions of the peace, 
or by any general meeting of the 
Lieutenancy of the county !—This, 
then, is the state of England! In such 
It 
is, indeed; worse than useless, because 


a case all commentary is useless, 


no words can do justice to our feelings. 
However, as we shall presently see, 
there is very little room Jeft us for the 
making use of words any more than for 
the making use of arms! Our tongues 
and our pens are to be kept in as good 
order and in as nice a state of restraint 
as the use of our limbs. 

This brings us to the third Act, the 
object of which appears to be to re- 
strain the use of the tengue and of the 
eare. It commands that no meeting 


of any description of persens, ex- 
ceeding the number of fifty, shall be 
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text of deliberating upon any public 
grievance or upon any matter or 
thing relating to any trade, manufac. 
ture, business, or profession, or upon 
any matter in Church or State; or of 
considering, proposing or agreeing to 
any petition, complaint, remon- 
strance, declaration, resolution or 
address upon the subject thereof! 
So, you see, we are to meet only in 
fifties! But, the anezent right of 
meeting to petition and remonstrate is 
not to be done away J , Oh dear, no! 
By nomeans! ‘There are still to be 
meetings of counties and of cities 
and of towns; but then you will ob- 
serve, that these are to be called by 
the Lords Lieutenant; the Sheriffs, 
the Mayors and so forth ; and if they 
do not please to call them, what then! 
Why, then, there are to be no such 
meetings! But there still may be 
parish meetings held upon the fol- 
lowing conditions. Seven persons 
being house-holders within the parish, 
must give a notice in writing of tle 
intention to hold a parish meeting, 
and of the time and place when and 
where and of the purpose for. which 
the same shall propose to be holden. 
This notice is to be delivered per- 
sonally to some justice of the peace 
residing in or near to such parish of 
township, six days before the meet” 
ing. But, even after all this is done, 
the justice may at his sole will ani 





iigltsss pleasure, alter both the timeand the 
held fer the or on the pie | place, and. fa: én: 005 
| | | ; j aki 
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57] 
cing not more than four days from 
he day proposed in the notice, and 
mn any other place within the parish: 
And, with his orders, in this respect, 
the people are implicitly to comply. 
Vhen the meeting takes place, no 
yerson is to attend except inhabitants 
of the parish ; and if any such per- 
son do attend and be convicted of 
such attendance, he is to be liable to 
e punished by fine and imprison- 
ment not exceeding twelve months, at 
the discretion of the court. If the 
notice above spoken of shall express 
any thing which shall tend to excite 
‘or stir up the people to hatred or con- 


























tempt of the person of his Majesty, 
his heirs or successors, or of the go- 
vernment and constitution of this 
‘tealm as by law established, every 
such meeting shall be deemed and 
‘taken to be an unlawful assembly. If 
any justice require persons attending 
the meeting contrary to this Act to 
depart, upon proclamation to that ef- 
fect, and if they do not depart within 
4 quarter of an hour, they are to be 
deemed guilty of felony and to be 
liable to be transported for seven 
years.—Now you will see how care- 
ful we must be of the use of our 
tongues after we are met even with 
all these restrictions. Any justice of 
the peace who shall be present at the 
parish-meeting, may order. to be taken 
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any thing by law established, other- 
wise than by the authority of King, 
Lords, and Commons in Parliament 
assembled ; or who shall make any 
proposition or hold any discourse to 
stir up the people to hatred or con- 
tempt of the person of his Majesty, 
his heirs or successors or the Governe 
ment and Constitution of this Realm 
as by Law established.—Now, to pro- 
pose to make an alteration which is by 
law established; to propose to make 
such an alteration by any authority 
other than that of the Legislature; 
or, wilfully and, advisedly to endea- 
vour to stir up the people to a hatred 
of the King and his family. To do 
these things would be so manifestly 
impudent and indecent that no sensible 
man would attempt it ; and no assem- 
bly would listen for a moment to any 
man who did attempt it. But, when 
we come to the words ** the Govern- 
“¢ ment and Constitution of this Reabn 
“‘ as by law established,” we come to 
words that a justice of the peace may 
give any latitude to that he pleases. 
What is meaned by “ law establish- 
ed?” The present six Acts, for ine 
stance, may be called part of the 
Goverament and Constitution of this 
Realm ; 3 and, ifa meeting were to be 
called to petition for a repeal of these 
Acts is the man who proposes the 
petition to speak of them as most 
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he justly describe all these, are there 
not justices to be found who will take 
him slap into custody ? I need say no 
more upon the subject. You see what 
the thing is.—If the justice be ob- 
structed in seizing such person, he 
may then proceed to nse force; all 
those who do not depart and all those 
who aid or abet in the obstruction are 
to be liable to be transported for seven 
years ; and, if any of the persons as- 
sembled shall happen to be killed or 
maimed or hurt by the magistrates, 
peace-oflicers or other persons assist- 
ing them, these are all to be indemni- 
fied and protected against all prosecu- 
tions and suits whatsoever on account 
of such killing, maiming or hurting ! 
-—Magistrates, peace-oflicers, or any 
persons assisting them may go lo such 
meetings armed ; but nobody else is 
to attend witharms or with weapons 
of any sort; and I dare say that a 
walking stick isa weapon. There are 
to be no flags or banners carried at 
such meetings; and auy one who goes 
with arms or that carries a flag or a 
banuer is liable to be fined and put in 
jail for two years. ‘The justices in 
cases where the parishes are large, 
may divide them for the purposes of 
meeting, so that meetings shall not be 
too large! Thus we are, then, I think, 
penned up pretty tightly. ‘* Dévide 
* and govern,” is the old maxim.— We 
have now seen what is to be done with 
as out of doors; the Act provides 
that it shall not extend to any meeting 
Or assembly which shall be wholly 
holden in any room or apartment of 
aay house or building. Well !. this is 
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some comfort! We may meet withig 
doors to the amount of more than fifty. 
and it is well known that we had a 
meeting at the Crown and Auchor the 
other day which consisted of a thousand 
or more thar a ¢housand rersons, So. 
then, we are quite free within doors, 
arewe? No, thank you; for wher 
we met at the Crown and Anchor we 
'had to pay for the use of the room, 
and of course the persons enterip: 
They paida 
shilling a piece in order to defray the 


had to pay something. 


expences of the room. This, to be 
sure, is the only way in which places 
within doors can be obtained to hold 
auy considerable number of persons; 
and, therefore, this Act prohibits aad 
puts down all such places ; it forbids, 





under severe penalties, the taking of 
money for admission to such places, 
unless (and I beg you to mark the 
gracious exception!) such places BE 
LICENCED BY TWO OR MORE 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE! Nay, 
any justice of the peace may atall 
times go and hear what is going on # 
a licenced place. And, any two of 
the justices, upon receiving evidence 
on oath that any thing of (a seditious, 
irreligious or immoral tendency is g0- 
ing on in such licenced place, they 
may at once take away the licence !— 
Thus you haye a view: you have 4 
pretty clear look at all the parts of 
this famous bridle for the tongue ; and 
I will now proceed to what has been 
done with regard to the pen. 

The fourth Act is for stamping pvb- 
lications: that is to say, loading 
them; and we know that loading 
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hings makes them travel slower. Our 
eroes of the present day seem to have 
great dislike to light things that move 
pout quickly. Mine was so light 
hat it skimmed over the Atlantic like 
he dove, of the innocence of which 

partook. Yet its innocence could 
ot protect it. The present Act com- 
nels me to do one of these things: Ist, 
> publish it only once a month: 2nd, 


to make it contain two sheets and a 


Mguarter or more, of large paper, end 


o sell it for six-pence at least: 3d, to 


publish it with a four-penny stamp, 
or, 4th, to give it up alcogether. Thus, 
‘you see, if it go forth once a week, as 


formerly, it must be stamped, and be 
at the price of seven-peuce, or eight- 
pence, or something of that sort, or it 


must go without a stamp and be sold 


for sixpence and yet not go by the 
post.—This is not all that the new Act 
does. It compels me to enter, defore- 
hand, into a bond of three hundred 


pounds, myself, with sureties to the 
} same amount, in order to form a fund 
_to pay any fine éhat may in future be 


imposed upon me by any judge before 


whom | may at any future time be 


convicted of what is called a blas- 


| phemous, seditious or even smalicious 
libel! This is pretty well, even if it 


were to stop here. But then there 
comes this power: that the Magis- 
trates may, any where, take up any 
of the venders (as I myself may be 
taken up), upon the charge of having 
published any such alledged libel, and 
at once, before conviction, before 
trial, bind him over not only to ap- 


Pear to answer to the charge, but also 
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what is called fo be of good behaviour 
during the continuance of such recog- 
nizance! So that, if I, or any one of 
these venders were to commit any 
thing that might be called a breach of 
good behaviour before the trial came 
on, we might be sued upon a breach 
of recognizance, though we were ac- 
quitted of the libel, and though no 
bill of indictment should be found 
againsius! We might be acquitted 
by a Jury on trial; a Grand Jury 
might refuse to find the Bill against 
us, and even affer that, we might be 
sued for a breach of recognizances 
though we might have been bound 
over upon a charge wholly false! 
Therefore yoa will perceive, as the 
law now stands, every printer, pub- 
lisher and author in this kingdom may 
now be legally held bound for his 
good behaviour during every day of 
his life without his ever having com. 
mitted any offence at all against the 
laws, even'as those laws now stand! 
To complain in such a case is benéath 
the dignity of man: he must hold his 
tongue: for there is no form of words 
that must not beggar the feelings of 
his heart.—As to the other provisions 
of this Act they are of no importance 
in comparison with what I have just 
mentioned. They impose shackles 
and restraints in abundance. They 
except books and papers containing 
only matters of what the Act calls de- 
votion, piety or charity; but there is 
this singular clause in the Act. A 
clause which prevents any body from 
prosecuting offenders’ except the At- 





torney-General in England and Ire- 
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land and the King’s Advocate in Scot- | 
land. Sv, you see, if these gentle- 
men do not chuse to presecute any 
person, such person will, of course, go 
unpunished, though he may violate the 
Act every day of his life ! 

The fifth Act introduces a new pue 
nishment for what are called libellers ; 
and it authorises the seizing of libels 
already printed. It is called an Act 
fer the more effectual prevention and 
punishment of blasphemous and sedi- 
tious libels. When a man or womans 
has been convicted upon a charge like 
this, the Judge may make an order 
for going and seizing a!l the copies of 
the publication, which shall remain in 
any place and which shail still belong 
to the person convicted. ‘The order is 
to authorize an entry by force into the 
house or building of such person, and 
to carry away the copies which are to 
abide the further order of the court ; 
and when the person convicted has re- 
ceived final judgment, the copies so 
seized are to be dispesed of as the 
court shall order and direct! As to 
the new punishment, any one who has 
been convicted a second time for a 
second offence is now to be, if tlie 
eourt thiak proper, BANISHED from 
the United Kingdom, and all other 
parts of his Majesty's dominions, for 
suotiiterm of years as the conrt shall 
order! As the Bill stood at first, it 
was to be transportation instead of 
banishment. You must have observed 
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| Bill! The Booksellers and thei; au. 
| thors did not relish being sent to Bo, 
tany Bay. They took fright and criey 
out most lustily. By this means tig 
transportation part of the punishmey; 
was got rid of, For my part, I think 
the booksellers and their authors were 
in the right of it. Long Island, where 
a man can live free of taxes, pay half. 
a-crown a bushel for his salt, a shilling 
a botile for port wine, get his choco. 
late for a shilling a pound in place of 
six shillings, and so forth, and where, 
for a thing to be a libel it must be a 
thing WHOLLY FALSE as well a 
malicious; Long island is, I say,a 
much pleasanter place than Botany 
Bay, though it does form a part of his 
Majesty’s dominions; aud though we 
are told that the people of that coun- 
try have Sunday Schools, Bible-Socie- 
ties, and are extremely religious and 
moral. <A heavenly place, no doubt, 
itis; but still I think the booksellers 
were very wise in preferring Long 
Island before it. 


Act the Sixth. Having, in the be- 
fore-mentioned Acts, fitted us out 
pretty well with restraints, preven- 
tions, and punishments, it only re- 
mained to provide us with a speedy 
execution of the punishments; and this 
is pretty effectually done in the Act 
which is called ‘‘ an Act to prevent 
delay in the administration of Justice 
in cases of misdemeanor.’’ As the law 
stood before this Act was passed, a0 





that it was said in the House of Lords, 
by the Lord Ghanceltor, that he did 
uot hike the alteration, but that he 
woald rather agree to it then lose the 


accused party, that is to say, a person 
charged with libel might what is called 
im the jargon of the law ,. impale ;.that 
‘isto say, put his-trial.off to,a follea- 
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where, serve, that, by the Act last men- 
be a Biioned, he is liable to be banished if, 
elt as er being once convicted, he offend 
ayy @ second time. Now, suppose me to 
otany ve already published two Registers. 
a his ne may be sufficient, but I will sup- 
a we osetwo. Lam begun upon just be- 
me bre the time that Iam to plead. I 
iad m found guilty in a few days after- 
th rds, and fined, and not imprisoned. 
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term. But now, it is not to be 
fal fer him to put it off to a follow- 
term, and he may be compelled to 
d immediately ; so that, the time 
ch he formerly had for preparation ; 
putling his affairs in order, and for 
viding himself with the means of 
ence, is now most terribly abridg- 
; and it appears to me that it is 
te possible for a man to be begun 
n and banished in the space of 
ut forty or fifty days or less. For, 


§ 


navery few days after my convic- 
jon | am prosecuted for seléing the 
ether Register which was first pub- 
ished before my conviction ; and then 
may be banished! So that I have my 
back upon England, and the whole | 
world before me in a trice! 1 do not 
now, and Ido not want to know, 
enowgh of the forms of the courts, to 
ty precisely how many days it would 
Tequire; nor is it of mach consequence | 
whether it would take forty days, or 
fifty, ora hundred, to enstre my ba- | 
nishment. It is quite sufficient to | 
know that every printer, every book- 
seller, every publisher, every wiiter: 
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by any Jary, whether common or spe- 
cial, as tending to bring into hatred or 
contempt, the Government and Con 
stilution of the United Kingdom as by 
lax established, or EITHER HOUSE 
OF PARLIAMENT! 
well, that every man who writes, 
prints or publishes any thing tending, 
or which a Jury shall think to be tend- 
ing, to bring ELTHER HOUSE OF 


Mark this 


PARLIAMENT into CONTEMPT, 
is liable TO BE BANISHED FOR 
LIFE! To mention, or to allude to 
the trafficking in seats which has 
been in the House of Commons itself 
declared to be as notorious as the sun 
at noon day ; to say that this traffick- 
ing was justified inthat house; to re- 
late the late Speaker’s words who said 
that our fore-fathers would have start- 
led with horror to hear that justifi- 
cation: to mention this or to allude 
ta it, must not this necessarily tend, 
as long as that house remain uare- 
formed, to bring it into eontempt, if it 
be not in a state of the deepest con- 
tempt already. To give an account of 
the various corruptions which have, 
within this few years been brought to 
light: must mot every such account 
have a similar tendency until the house 
take measures to produce a Reform ? 
Nay, to petition the House for a Re. 
form does of necessity imply that it is 
not what it ought to be; arid does not 
this as necessarily tend to Create a 
contempt of it until it be sefermed? 
-And, yet, ere men te be baniched for 
such mention, such alfusion or such 





for the press, is now liable to be ‘ba-; 
uhied, tie dare write, print of pub- 


petitioniag; and are we atill to be 
tohd that we-are freemen 1 Good God 


lish any thing which-shait bc regarded Atnighty! ** *9o4 #2 oegee 
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But, 1 will refrain from speaking 
‘even good words though it is pain | 


and grief to me.” 

Such, then, my friends and fellow- 
countrymen, is the state to which we 
have, step by step, been reduced. 
Such is our situation at the end of the 
longest and most expensive war that 
nation ever knew; in which war the 
people of this country discovered 
greater loyalty and a greater willing- 
ness to make sacrifices of all sorts 
than ever were witnessed before in any 
country in the world ; and as the re- 

- ward for which sacrifices we were 
promised a thousand times over last- 
ing prosperity, independence and 
freedom! Such is our reward; such 
is that indemnity for the past and secu- 
rity for the future’ which were to be 
the great prize of all our contribu- 
tions, eur toils and our blood. We 
were told that we were fighting to 
secure the liberties of England, Scot- 
land and Ireland. Scarcely a man 
amongst us is there who cannot num- 
ber either father, brother, son, rela- 
tion or some beloved friend who lost 
his life in that war; and, thisis the 
reward ; this is the consolation, this 
is the fruit of that war. However, it 
is now too late to repine. To the 


stake we are bound; and if we can- | 
not recover our liberties, it signifies | 


not how soon we perish. | 
Despair, however, never yet did | 
any good. ‘There is still hope of | 
legal remedy if we be but true to 
ourselves. We can yet find the means 
of communicating with one another. 
The difficulties of so doing have been 
made very great, but still they may 
be overcome; andl am for making 
use of all the elbow-room, which we 
have yet left us by the Acts. You 
will have observed that very little has 
been done to cramp the circulation of 
Daily news-papers, except in as far 
as the punishment of banishment has 
been added. I have well weighed all 
the dangers that have now been 
created ; and. I have made my mind 
up to the publication of a daily eveni 


} 
} 
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and besides this, to publish, monthly, 
the Register, without a stamp, i 
the same form as usual and op. 
taining three or four sheets of paper, 
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This will give us both cederity and durg. ost al 
| bility : two things of great importance sting | 
inacase like ours. And, I really do be. purity 
lieve that the cause of Reform, which hroue 
is, in fact, the cause of the King and will | 
the country : nay, which js the cause JENMEp” Y' 
of the whole world, will, in the end, ing t 
be found to have last very little from is the 
this new and terrible warfare which It re 
has been waged against it. You will om § 
bear in mind, that the times are full of omen 
events; that the enemies of Reform nd, ¢ 
are now beset with enormous diflicu!. rom 
ties ; and that there will be scarcely a pence: 
| month pass without the taking place of py th 
something which will inevitably briog mere 
'over hundreds of thousands to think pingle 





rie d 


| with ourselves. 
is & 


| 


’ 


| But we must neg!ect nothing thatis 

within our power. Jf we will not 

give ourselves even -a little trouble for 
‘the sake of ensuring success to our 
| cause, we do not deserve success: and, 
'most assuredly we shall not have it. 
I shall do whatever J am able with my 
| own means; but, I now call upon you 
|to put means into my, hands in order 


upor 
usele 


ito do.things which, without such p tions 


means, I should be unable to do. jthin, 
I propose to you to raise a Fund punle 
Jor furthering the cause of Reform in gran 
a way such as my discretion shall point wr 
out. The sam which I think will be “39 
required will be five thousand pounds; ons 
| this to be collected amongst you aod to 
lodged in my hands; to be used solely wy 
by me, of course, and without the check : aH 
or controul of any-body ; and without : me 
any one ever having a right to ask me a 
what I am going to do with it. Itis “ 
my firm conviction, that with this sum éf 
of money at my command [ could do ai 
more, in the space of six months, for 
the benefit of the whole nation, thao! th 
shall be able to do without it in the rs 
whole course of my life. 1 will tell je 
nobody how I intend to employ the ' 


money: I will answer no questions 





n 
news-paper in London, to called. 


put to me upon that subject: people 
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ND. | 
ie || conjecture what they please : I{| lic peace’ Itake it for granted, of 
POsr. | only say this, that 1 shall never | course, that I possess your confi- 
monthly, ploy it for any private purpose of | dence: to blare out before-hand how 
tamp, in own; for the advancement of my | { mean to employ the money would 
Con. » emolument in any shape what-| be ¢o defeat the object altogether ; and 

of paper, er, and will be guided solely by my therefore [again repeat that I must 
and durg. ost anxious desire to promote the | answer no questions pul to me upon the 
iPOrtance sting happivess of the people and the | sudject, let them come from what quar- 


ter they will. 





ly do be. curity of the Constitution and of the 
Nn, Which hrove of this Kingdom. This is all I now come to the mode of making 
Ling and will say as to my motives in calling the collection, upon which subject, 
he cause pon you for your aid ; and the only however, I must submit to your bet- 
the end, ing that remains to be observed upon | ter judgment and greater experience ; 
tle from is the mode of making the collection. ont I will just offer a few suggestions 
> whi ires > two- of my own. 

> which It requires only two-pence each rt 4 cudéa’ dnd th cthee Wide 


om six hundred thousand men and 


Ou will ‘ 
> full of omen to raise the sum required ;| towns persons who take a lead in 
Reform nd, oh! what benefits would arise | Socéetées or lodges oF clubs of trades, 
lifficu!. rom those seemingly trifling two-| ™4y, I should think, very conveni- 
rcely a pences! The money that is spent, ently become the depositarics of a 
lace of by the labouring classes upon the collection. Other persons may be 
’ bring mere foolish article of snuff in one | chosen to receive money in the metro- 

polis and in large towns. And, these 


ingle week and perhaps in one sin- 
gle day would more than make up 
is sum, Only think of the enor- 
ous sacrifices that 1 have made! 


think : 
receivers, on or before the sixth of 


February will be pleased to forward 
the amount to me at the place where 


that is 
L not 


Ss a A 
— ge ues - 
es 


paid, a regulation which I have been 
compelled to adopt in order to defend 
myself against the hostility which the 
sons and daughters of Corruption 
want to carry on against me by the 
means of sham letters. 


have thought nothing and I still think 
mothing of either losses or perils; and 
1 will nov doubt that when thus called 
upon you will do your duty. It is 
useless to call upon others for exer- 


le for fAnd only think of the task which I| my daily paper will be pablished in 3 

» our am now offering to undertake. I London, the letters always being post- tr 
fh 
} 


and, 
ve it. 
h my 
you 
rder 
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such tions : to call upon others to do some- ' 4% 
thing; and to do great things, too, If. Though I have mentioned the i * 

und unless you will every man of you do| sum of two-pence, there are doubtless ae z 
n in some little trifling thing; and, what | persons of ability who will be ready eel 
int -can well be more trifling than the ab- | to subscribe larger. sums: and I have a ; 
be staining from the use of part of aj reason to believe that there are some ay 
ds: pint of beer in subscribing the amount | gentlemen who will be ready to do iat 
od toa Fund which you are convinced | this in a very liberal manner indeed. 

ely would be employed in the most judi- | Such persons may pot wish to lodge 

ck cious and effectual manner for the be- | their subscriptions with a third party ; 

vat hefit of the cause. This is the way | and they will, of course, communicate 

ne for you to act with effect. One meet-| directly with myself; and I shall ac- 

is ing of five thousand pounds will do| knowledge the receipt of every sum 

m more than five thousand meetings of | so received by letter directed to the 

lo fifty thousand men each. This is the | person received from. 

i way, and this is the only way for you II. Persons living in small towns 

I to contribute towards the success of | or in villages may,without any display 


e 
I 
€ 
' 
J 


the cause) with ty to yourselves, 
and, in the language of the above 
mentioned famous Acts of Parliament 





without the smallest danger to the pub. 2 


of a subscription, make up a pound or 
two, which can he forwarded as be- 


fore 


-mentioned. 
IV, L have thonght that it might be 
| Erie | ro) jiaieya 
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useful in popalous places for those 


who receive sybscriptions to open} 


books in order that such subscribers as 
chose to do it might write their names 
in them; for, I trust in God that the 
time is not very distant when a man 
will be proud to know that his vame 
is recorded in such a book. When the 
subscription is closed | should like to 
have the books sent up to me; I 
shoald do myself the honour of writ- 
ing my name at the bottom, and send 
them back to be kept amongst those 
whe have distinguished themselves 
upon such a memorable occasion. Our 
cause is a most honourable and glori- 
ous one; and if we are ashamed of it 
we are men (if such we can be called) 
that deserve neither liberty nor happi- 
ness. 

Lastly, { wish every such book and 
every subscription paper to be en- 
titled, “* COBBETT’S FUND FOR 
REFORM,” and, as the sooner we 
begin a good work the sooner we shall 
end it, let me request you to lose as 
little time as possible. I wish to have 
these means in my hands by the third 
week in February at latest. 

I need scarcely add, that, in every 
case I, and every one belonging to me 
will do every thing that lies in our 
power for the success of this cause. 
The cause has gained ground in place 
of losing ground even within the last 
two months, in spite of all that our 
enemies have been able todo. The 
spirit of the people, 30 far from being 
subdued, is higher than it ever was. 
Liberty is too great a fayorite of hea- 
yen to be deserted and left to perish, 
especially in England, which was its 
cradle, and which, let us vow to God, 
shall not he its grave! 

God bless and preserve you all, 

Wma. COBBETT. 


TO MR. JAMES PAUL COBBETT, 
NEW YORK. 
Botley, Ist Jan. 1820. 
My pear James, 
I set off for Londen to-morrow, 
there to wage, foot to feot, a deadly 
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To Mr. James Paut Coxzpert. 
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shall feel, before she hears the tuck: 
again, that I have not crossed te 
Atlantic for nothing. You will see the 
I have been driven into a daily news 
paper; and, I trust, that that Pape 
will drive Corruption half out of he 
wits. She has been at her old trick; 
as you will see by the falsehoods ay, 
heaps of trash which have just con 
out under the auspices of that prin: 
tool of baseness, the fellow that usej 
to live in Pantou-square, who seem 
to be the focus of the whole set, fron 
the lofty bands of proud peculato; 
down tothe little dirty and envioy 
tribe in Westminster, who have at the 
head, as an example to the betrayersof 
private correspondence and _prirat 
confidence, a man who is now atth 
head of nothing but the very dregs of 
that great and public-spirited city of 
which he was once the idol! I have she. 
ken from me at once all the crowd, that 
used to hang upon my skirts, hamper 
me by their intrigues, and vex me by 
their selfishness and their folly. | 
exchange for all this rubbish, / have 
your brothers; and, my dear little 
James, we are a host more than 
mateh for all the enemies that wil 
dare to take the field against us. | 
now know that I have associates whom 
neither gold nor blandishments can 
















| Toxer, whose noble det 


seduce; and who will not act the part 
of those who stab in the back every 
one whose talents pushes him o 
before them. If the Parliament could 
find out some means of “ disarming" 
reptiles like these, they would render 
a real benefit to mankind. 
We have found out a most excellent 
substitute for coffee and tea. Yo 
will see a full account of it in my last 
Register, in a letter addressed to the 
female Reformers, who are the only 
women in England that ie 1 
have either sense or spirit. 10 speak- 
ing of English women we must never 
forget the meritorious conduct of that 
famous youpg lady in Cornwall, Mis 
of ce of her- 


nid will 
oy EF ase of 


- 






self at the assizes at 
immortalize her name. 





war agaiost Corruption. The bag 
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the euck, ning great ground; and in London, 
rOssed ff, re it is dificult for families to come 
ill see the he wheat very handily, Mr. Hunt 
iY news I understand, about to open a 
hat Pane nd house for the sale of the substi- 
ut of hefimmme for teaand coffee. This is a sort 
Ad tricks commerce which we must all wish 
hoods ani see thrive. Amongst other good 
just con fammmmings attending it will be the expend- 
hat prin: of our money upon the fruits of 
that usej own soil in place of giving it to 
ho seens negro-drivers, who are always, 
Set, fron hout a single exception, on the side 
eCulators every thing that is corrupt and 

envio annical. 

@ at thi [eGive my kind respects to Mr. 
rayers of sooner, and ask him whether he does 


private tthink that my prophecies are now 
e sure to send me 















Ww at the ung to pass, 

lregs of spaper, and tell him to read atien- 
city of ely about what is passing here, and 
uve sha. give his readers a little account of 
d, that from time to time. Send my kind 
hamper spects to Mr. Duane, also, and beg 
me by m to have the goodness to forward 
ly. In $s paper to you to be sent to me; 
L have r if] get that regularly I shall know 
r Hittle ery thing that is doing, and that is 


>» be done, at Washington. Beg him 
) write to me, also, when he can. 
His great knowledge, as well as his 
eat talents, and especially his great 
ublic spirit and real, sincere love of his 


than a 
t wil 
us. | 
whom 












$ can 

e part ountry, render hith an object of re- 
every bect with every man who has the ho- 
1 on our to know him. A letter from 
could im now and then would be of great 


se to me. I will send you my daily 
aper for his and Mr. Spooner’s use: 
nd thus our countries will be mutu- 
lly beneficial to each other. Mer. 
hant ships will be good for something, 


ung” 
nder 











lent 
You 









last Atany rate. 
the Lay out a York six-pence for a 
ynly alter, send it to old Binns, and tell 
to him that it is a present from the rela- 
ak- ons of Father O’Coigley! By the 
ver bext packet I will send you a Carica- 
hat ure that they have published here, 
iss "presenting me as flying over the sea 
er- nd old Isaac Wrienut dancing with 
il ¢ Devil upon the American shore, 
4 rejoicing at my departure! - 


6, 1820. (574 

You will see in one of the news. 
papers a report of a debate, in which 
Mr. Brougham reproached Lord,Cas- 
tlereagh with the sending of such a 
fellow as Manners to Boston as Con. 
sul. Lord Castlereagh answered that, 
until after the man had got his ap- 
pointment, he was not made acquaint- 
ed with his character! Though this 
apology is but a lame one, it is better 
than none, and for the honour of the 
country, I am glad it has been made 
public. 

I will endeavour to find out what 
your pretty gentleman, at New York, 
was before he left Ireland. I will not 
forget him, you may be assured. In 
some shape or other his conduct shall 
be before the public before the mid- 
dle of March. 

God bless you. 
Wu. COBBETT. 


P.S. You see what lies they are 
telling here about the starvation in 
America! lUwish to God the Ameri- 
cans could be starved into two meals 
of meat a day; and be made to leavé 
off a little of their wine and their spi- 
rits. I have often thought (God for- 
give me!) that it would be a good 
thing for them to have our tax-ga- 
therers amongst them for a year or 
two, to reduce them down toe some- 
thing like reasonable eating and 
drinking. The next Registers that 
you will get, after two more, will be 
monthly ones, which you will sell at 
a quarter of a dollar a piece. They 
will let the people of America see 
clearly into the state of all John 
Bull’s affairs ; and oh! how they will 
make them repent of their rebellion. 





NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


COBBETT’S DAILY EVENING 
POST, the first Number of which will 
-be-published on Monday the 24th of 
January, will be of the same size and 
at the same price as other daily even- 
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Saturday, the 15th instant. 


675] ’ 
“ respectability,” called a stamp, for 
which four-pence. will be paid by me 
even before the print be put upon the 
paper. The Paper will be sold to 
news-men in the usual way for szz- 
pence, and they will, as 1 am told is the 
custom, sell it to’ their customers for 
seven-pence. ‘Those who pnblish news- 
papers in London, do not sell them in 
retail, further than from fheir counter. 
Those gentlemen, therefore, who may 
wish to take this paper will be pleased 
to apply to their news-men in London, 
unless, indeed, to the agents of those 
news-men in the country. For the 
further information of our friends, the 
Reformers, in the country, it may be 
necessary to observe, that, by forming 
themselves into liltie reading partner- 
ships of twenty and thirty, and by 
getting one of the number to write to 
a news-man in Loudou, sending him 
the money before-hand for a quarter of 
a year or any other period, they will 
be sure to have the paper regularly dy 
post. Nothing will be more easy or 
more agreeable than to mect io little 
companies and read all the news : all} 
about the state of France and Ame- 
rica ; all the debates in’ Parliament ; 
all my commentaries upon the ** gweld 
and visionary prejects” of all the in- 
mumerable political quacks that are 
now coming forth with their nostrums. 
The news-men are a numerous body, 
and are, in general, very punctual in 
their attention to their. business. I 
have endeavoured to get a complete 
list of them. I have not been able to 
do this, but I will insert it in the next 
Register ; which,will be published on 
J invite 
the gentlemen in that trade to send me 
their names and addresses before the 
T2th instant; I shal) be sorry to omit 
any name; bot, if I have not the 
names, { cahnot insert them. ~*~ 
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END oF ** TWO-PENNY TRASH.” 
























As to the Register, there wilj 4, 
one on Saturday, the fifteenth ing 
and also on Saturday, the 22nd instay, 
{ mean to make the last of these ty, 
contain the Plan which we agreed | 
should draw up, at the Crown and 
Anchor, for the  rRomortioy » 
SOBRIETY, FRUGALITY, AnD 4y 
ABSTINENCE OF GAMING. Tho 
will each contain. two. sheets ay 
a quarter, and must be sold for six. 
pence each, in order to keep without 








the reach of the new Acts. The th or I 
EVENING POST. comes On of ith 
Monday, the 24th instant ; so that | ae 
Shall have kept up the fire, in one way Unit 
or another, without slackening. Thea, bon th 
on the Ist of March, comes the tir ant } 
monthly Register; and after that, a : 
Register on the first day of every 
month. It. will contain about {éu re 
Sheets of paper, and will go os ' c 
* the 


growing into volumes as long as it 
shall please God to give me health, ° 
and the Parliament te give me lear 
to write. 

And now,  ** 'TWO,PENNY 
TRASH;” dear little two-penny trash, 
go thy ways! Thou hast acted thy 
part in this grand drama. Ten thow 
sand waggon loads of the. volumes, 
that fill the libraries and bookseiler's, 
shops, have never caused a thousandth 
part of the thinking, nor a millionth 
part of the stir, that thou hast caused 
Thou hast frightened more and greater 
villains than ever were. frightened by 
the jail and the gibbet. And thou 
hast created more pleasure and mor 
hope, in the breasts of honest mea, 
than ever were before created. by 
tongue or pen, since England was Eng. 
When thy stupid, corrupt, 
malignant, and. cowardly enemies shall 
be rotten and forgotten, thoa wilt live, 
be beloved, admired and renowned. 
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